
SACRE 21 NOVEMBER 2011 
 

Further information on the subject of this report is available from Paul James,  
Democratic Services Officer on 01432 260460 

$Vqwgfs21.doc 

MEMBERSHIP OF SACRE - UPDATE 

Report By: Democratic Services Officer 
 

Purpose 

A) To note the resignation of Mr Zack Pandor, Muslim faith Member, from Group A. 

B) To consider a request from the British Humanist Association to become a member of 
Herefordshire SACRE. 

Report 

Muslim Faith Member 

1. In September Mr Zack Pandor resigned from SACRE as he had taken up a new post 
in Gloucestershire.    His e-mail message said ‘I wish SACRE all the very best for the 
future, it’s achieved an enormous amount of good across the county and I am 
pleased and privileged to have been part of that.’    On behalf of SACRE I have 
thanked him for his valuable input to the work of SACRE, his knowledgeable 
contributions to Religious Education in the County through his involvement in the 
Agreed Syllabus Conference and his involvement in the Multi-Faith Group.  

2. A vacancy now exists on Group A for a Muslim faith Member.  SACRE may wish to 
consider whether to request the Local Authority to seek a suitably accredited 
replacement. 

British Humanist Association 

3. The below is an extract from an e-mail received 14 September 2011, from Richy 
Thompson, Campaigns Officer (Faith Schools and Education), British Humanist 
Association (BHA). 

The 2001 Census, when asking "What is your religion?", recorded that 
12.55% of the population of Herefordshire answered "no religion", but 2009 
British Social Attitudes Survey, when asking "Do you have a religion?", 
recorded that 51% of the country as a whole answered "None". So the 
numbers are substantial. Humanists and the BHA aim to represent all non-
religious people, in addition to those who specifically identify as humanists. 

The BHA has several hundred members and supporters in Herefordshire, and 
should Herefordshire SACRE be willing to accept a humanist, we will get in 
touch with some of them to find someone suitable. 

4. SACRE last formally considered a suggestion for Humanist representation on 
SACRE on 2 December 2003 when it was decided that the Lead Officer, the then 
Head of IASPS, should invite an accredited representative from the Marches 
Humanist Group to be considered for co-option.  At that time no accredited 
representative came forward. 
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5. The latest advice has been sought from NASACRE on the suggested appointment of 
a Humanist Member.  They have responded that the new guidance1, which they say 
is “in limbo as far as the new government administration is concerned”, does not 
reiterate the explicit prohibition of Circular 1/94.  However, the law itself has not 
fundamentally changed.   Proper clarification of this issue would need to be tested in 
law.   

6. Appreciating that in the interests of being inclusive a number of SACREs have 
appointed a Humanist Member to Group A – however the legal basis for their 
appointment has not been established. Until such time as the position in law has 
been clarified Herefordshire SACRE should carefully consider the position before 
making any recommendation concerning appointing a Humanist to Group A. 

7. An alternative to appointing a full voting Member could be to co-opt a non-voting 
member.  The new guidance states on page 13 that “such co-opted members may 
provide educational expertise, young peoples’ views or religious and non-religious 
views that reflect a diverse multi-cultural society.”  If SACRE are minded to include 
the views of a Humanist representative then they could recommend that the Local 
Authority seek to co-opt an accredited Humanist representative.   This would be a 
non-voting position on SACRE. They would not be permitted to be part of any future 
Agreed Syllabus Conference. 

8. It is for the Local Authority to make any appoint to SACRE and therefore the Local 
Authority are seeking the views of SACRE before any further contact is made. 

RECOMMENDATION 
THAT 

a) SACRE consider whether to request the Local Authority to seek a 
replacement Muslim Member; and  

b) the request by the British Humanist Association to have a Member 
on SACRE be considered. 

c) Subject to the outcome of b) above the Clerk be authorised to amend 
the constitution appropriately. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BACKGROUND PAPERS 
• None. 

                                                

1 Religious education in English schools: Non-statutory guidance 2010. “Group A: Christian 
denominations and such other religions and religious denominations as, in the authority’s opinion, will 
appropriately reflect the principal religious traditions in the area”. 


